@Congress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

March 11, 2011

Maintain Access to Medical Devices for Seniors & those with Disabilities
Cosponsor the Fairness in Medicare Bidding Act, H.R. 1041

Dear Colleague:

We ask you to join us in repealing the flawed Medicare Durable Medical Equipment Prosthetics, Orthotics, and
Supplies (DMEPOS) competitive bidding program.

Created in the Medicare Modernization Act of 2003, the goal of the program was to improve quality of service
and eliminate excess costs within Medicare. While everyone supports competition and savings, the program is
anything but “competitive”.

Shortly after the program was first implemented, Congress legislatively delayed it for 18 months due to critical
flaws in the bidding process, which produced fewer competitors, fewer homecare services, and substantial
decrease in the quality of care for seniors and those with disabilities.

Since the delay, no significant improvements have been made to the program or the bidding process. In January
2011, Medicare re-launched the program for a first round of bidding in nine areas, including Pittsburgh,
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Charlotte, Dallas-Fort Worth, Kansas City, Miami-Ft. Lauderdale, Orlando and
Riverside (CA). The second round will add an additional 91 cities, and the program is expected to go
nationwide by 2016. |

The Fairness in Medicare Bidding Act will repeal this harmful program in a budget neutral manner, not adding
one dime to the deficit, while also ensuring that seniors and individuals with disabilities can continue to receive
the same quality of care within the home setting. Allowing the program to continue will only continue to force
smaller providers from the market and further decrease the quality of care nationwide, leading to additional
hospitalizations and costs on the backend.

For these many reasons, we respectfully ask that you to join us in cosponsoring this common sense piece of
legislation. For more information or to become a cosponsor, please contact Matthew Brennan in Congressman
Thompson’s office (matthew.brennan@mail.house.gov 5-5121) or Cara Toman in Congressman Altmire’s
office (cara.toman@mail.house.gov 5-2565).

Sincerely,
Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson 7

Member of Congress mber of Congress
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